Mr. Sforza / RKA
AP World Review Materials


TAKE-HOME COMPARATIVE ESSAY ASSIGNMENT

Directions: Each student will chose a topic and submit a comparative essay. Your essay must meet the following requirements (a sample essay written by Mr. Sforza is attached as a guide):
· Typed, single-spaced, on one side of one page only
· 12-point Arial or Times New Roman
· A 4-paragraph essay that follows this format:
· 1st paragraph: Your thesis, with place(s) and time period(s) indicated (no more than 3 sentences)
· 2nd paragraph: One significant similarity and evidence of the similarity (no more than 5 sentences)
· 3rd paragraph: One significant difference and evidence of the difference (no more than 5 sentences)
· 4th paragraph: Analyze at least one reason for the similarity and/or difference. (no more than 5 sentences)
Essay Topics:
	PERIOD I (8,000 BCE – 600 BCE)

	1. Analyze similarities and differences in the social organization of ancient Egypt and ancient Mesopotamia. (Ch. 1)

2. Analyze similarities and differences in the religious beliefs of Shang/Zhou China and ancient Egypt OR Mesopotamia. (Ch. 1 & 2)

	PERIOD II (600 BCE – 600 CE)

	3. Analyze similarities and differences in political control in Greece and Persia between 1000 and 30 B.C.E. (Ch. 4)

4. Analyze similarities and differences in methods of political control in TWO of: Maurya/Gupta India; Han China; Imperial Rome. (Ch. 5)

5. Analyze similarities and differences in the emergence of Christianity and the emergence of Buddhism. (Ch. 5 & 6)

6. Analyze similarities and differences in the development of the Silk Road and Indian Ocean trading systems. (Ch. 7)

	PERIOD III (600-1450)

	7. Analyze similarities and differences in Christian and Muslim views of women between 600-1200. (Ch. 8 & 9)

8. Analyze similarities and differences in the cultural accomplishments of TWO of Islamic caliphates; Byzantines; Tang/Song. (Ch. 8-10)

9. Analyze similarities and differences in the rise of TWO of: the kingdom of Mali; the Aztec empire; the Mongols. (Ch. 11, 12, & 13).

10. Analyze similarities and differences in the effects of Mongol rule on TWO of: China, Middle East, Russia. (Ch. 12)

	PERIOD IV (1450-1750)

	11. Analyze similarities and differences in Western European and Japanese feudalism. (Ch. 9 & 20)

12. Analyze similarities and differences in empire building in TWO of: Spanish, Ottoman, and Russian Empires. (Ch. 17,19, & 20)
13. Analyze similarities and differences in European (Spain & Portugal) and Chinese maritime exploration to 1550. (Ch. 15)

14. Analyze similarities and differences in political control of European colonies in North America and Spanish America/Brazil. (Ch. 17)

15. Analyze similarities and differences in racial ideologies in North America and Latin America/Caribbean from 1500 to 1830. (Ch. 17)

16. Analyze similarities and differences in the decline of the Ottoman Empire and ONE of Safavid Persia or Mughal India. (Ch. 19) 

17. Analyze similarities and differences in the causes of TWO of: American Revolution, French Revolution, Haitian Revolution (Ch. 21) 

	PERIOD V (1750-1914)

	18. Analyze similarities and differences in the processes of industrialization in Britain and the Soviet Union. (Ch. 22 & 29)

19. Analyze similarities and differences in the process of nation-building in TWO of: Mexico; Brazil; and Spanish S. America. (Ch. 23)
20. Analyze similarities and differences in Britain’s colonization of TWO of: India; South Africa; and Australia/New Zealand. (Ch. 25)

21. Analyze similarities and differences in the rise of nationalism between 1850-1900 in TWO of Germany; Japan; Italy. (Ch. 26) 
22. Analyze similarities and differences in methods of imperialism in TWO of Africa; Latin America; and Asia. (Ch. 27)
23. Analyze similarities and differences in the responses of China and Japan to western penetration in the 19th century. (Ch. 24 & 26)
24. Analyze similarities and differences in the roles of women in ANY two regions between 1750 and 1914. (Ch. 23, 26, & 28)

	PERIOD VI (1914-present)

	25. Analyze similarities and differences in the establishment of totalitarian states by two of: Stalin, Hitler, and Mussolini. (Ch. 29)

26. Analyze similarities and differences in the effects of World War I (through the 1930s) on East Asia and the Middle East. (Ch. 28)
27. Analyze similarities and differences in the results of revolutions in: Mexico (1910) and Russia (1917). (Ch. 28 & 30) 
28. Analyze similarities and differences in independence movements in India and sub-Saharan Africa. (Ch. 30)
29. Analyze similarities and differences in the effects of the Cold War on TWO of: Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East. (Ch. 31& 32)


