
Notes 5.4 How was World War I different from previous wars? 
 
Do Now:_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

‘Total War’ (Q1) Multiple Fronts (Q2) 
 Means: All of nations’ resources required 

 Drafts 

 High taxes; war bonds 

 Rationing – limit goods @ home; save 
for war effort 

 Propaganda – (1-sided info); govts. 
spread patriotism, hatred of enemy 

 Women took men’s jobs @ home; 
(helped women’s rights later) 

 Western Front – northern France, Belgium 

 Eastern Front – border btw. Russia & G/AH 

 Italian Front – border of It. & AH 

 Balkan Front – Serbia vs. Bulgaria 

 Battles at sea  

 Also Africa, Middle East, & Asia 

New Technology (Q3) Trench Warfare (Q4) 
 Industrialization → new weapons 

- Machine guns 
- Tanks (slow, but protected troops) 
- Artillery (improved cannons) 
- Subs – German U-boats sank Allied ships 
- Gas warfare; gas masks 
- Airplanes (1 or 2-seaters) 
- Flame throwers 
- Grenades 

 Soldiers dug trenches to escape machine 
guns/artillery;  

 Charge toward enemy lines across “no man’s 
land” w/barbed wire, land mines  

 Effects: 
- Disease from rats/flies/dead bodies 
- ‘Trench Foot’ – skin rots away 
- Drownings in mud or water 
- “Shell Shock”- mental disorders  (PTSD) 

 


