AIM 2.3:
How are elections structured in the United States?
DO NOW: Is it possible to win an American election when the majority of the voters do NOT support you? Explain.
Source: Crash Course Government & Politics, Videos #36
	Q1: According to the video, why do we hold elections?
Q2: How do elections help keep leaders accountable?
Q3: What does the Constitution say about state & local elections?
Q4: How were federal elections changed by the following Amendments?
24th Amendment (1933):

26th Amendment (1971):

Q5: In general, what impact has the Federal govt. had on voting rights (expand or restrict)?
Q6: What is the plurality rule?

	Q7: What is a problem with plurality rule?
Q8: What is a runoff election?
Q9: In what way are Presidential elections “winner take all” at the state level?
Q10: If plurality rule causes problems, why do we have it?
Q11: How does education play a role in the formation of political ideologies?
Q12: According to Duverger’s Law, why has plurality rule led us to a two-party system?



ACTIVITY: In October, New York City voters approved a measure to amend the City Charter to switch to ranked choice voting beginning in 2021. Use the link on our class website to answer the following questions.
Source: https://ballotpedia.org/Ranked-choice_voting_(RCV)
1. Briefly explain what ranked-choice voting is and how it works.

2. Look at the example given. In what way is this better than a “plurality rule” system? In what way is better than holding a runoff election?

3. What is the only state that has adopted ranked choice voting at the state level?





4. Read the arguments in support of RCV. Choose which argument is strongest, and explain it. 

5. Read the arguments in opposing RCV. Choose which argument is strongest, and explain it. 
6. In your opinion, is it good that NYC voters approved RCV? Explain thoroughly in complete sentences.
