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MCDOUGAL LITTELL

World History: Patterns of Interaction
CT

25
Critical Thinking: 
Analyzing Issues

• Progress occurs
when people
follow their own
self-interests.

• There will always
be a permanent
under-class.

• Governments
shouldn’t interfere
in the economy.
Creating minimum 
wages or regulating
conditions upsets
the free market.

Industrialists and Reformers: A Decision-Making Model

• History is a result
of class struggles.

• Labor produces
profits for employers.

• The means of
production should
be publicly owned
and operate for the
benefit of all.

• A planned economy
would eliminate
poverty, promote
equality, and help
protect workers.

• The excesses of
capitalism must be
controlled and
regulated.

• Workers have the
right to bargain
with employers for
better working
conditions and higher
pay, and to strike.

• Legislation should
protect special
classes of workers
from unsafe 
conditions.

• Laws to protect children and women workers passed
• Maximum work hours and working standards established
• Settlement house movement worked to improve living conditions
• Workers won the right to collective bargaining and to strike
• Public education and prison reforms passed

Solutions:

• Long hours for low pay
• Dangerous, unsanitary working conditions
• Harsh or severe factory discipline
• Exploitation of child labor
• Lack of adequate housing and unsanitary living conditions
• Disease and frequent epidemics
• Class tensions

Problems of the Industrial Revolution:

Alternative 1:
Capitalists

Alternative 2:
Marxists/Socialists

Alternative 3:
Social Reformers
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User’s Guide 13

CT25 Industrialists and
Reformers: A Decision-
Making Model

Use this transparency to examine the effects of
industrialization and different points of view about how to
solve its social ills.

BACKGROUND

Amajor change took place in technology between
1700 and 1850—the Industrial Revolution. This

revolution was the result of a series of innovations that
transformed production of goods from handwork to
manufacturing by machine. Improvements in produc-
tion methods led to economic changes that dramatically
affected living conditions. 

Large numbers of people began working long hours
for little pay and were crowded into urban tenements.
These conditions produced new problems, and people
at all levels of society began to look for solutions.

Questions and Activities
1. Analyzing Issues Use this problem-solution frame

to outline alternate solutions proposed to problems
caused by the Industrial Revolution. You might start
out with only the problems box uncovered. Ask vol-
unteers to summarize the main elements of each ide-
ological position. Then conduct a discussion of the
ways in which some of these problems were eventu-
ally handled in Great Britain and the United States.
You might point out that other countries chose more
radical solutions to these issues.

2. Clarifying Whose economic ideas are summarized
under the first alternative? Why would laissez-faire
economics appeal to capitalists? (Possible answers:
Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations and David
Richardo, Principles of Political Economy; It advised
that businessmen be allowed to operate free of gov-
ernment regulations.)

3. Recognizing Effects How did living and working
conditions during this period contribute to the out-
break of epidemics? (Possible answer: Inadequate
sleep and unsanitary conditions reduced resistance to
infection; crowded conditions contributed to the
spread of disease.)

4. Drawing Conclusions Why was public education a
logical outgrowth of the reform movement? (Possible
answer: The need to prepare young people for mod-
ern life was recognized and passage of child labor
laws allowed young children to attend school.)

CT26 Movers and Shakers, 1815–1914

Use this transparency as you discuss the major inventions
and ideas that transformed lives after the Industrial
Revolution.

BACKGROUND

During the 1800s, technological innovation contin-
ued, especially in the areas of communications and

transportation. The development of electricity opened
the door to a host of other new inventions. Some inven-
tions involved the use of the portable power supply that
powered internal combustion engines. Many new ideas
involved the interaction of science and technology, as
scientists developed new theories to explain their obser-
vations about the physical and biological world.
Advances in medicine and the science of the human
mind helped improve lives.

Questions and Activities
1. Recognizing Effects Use this chart to review the

many breakthroughs that characterized the Industrial
Age and to spark a discussion of the ways in which
these innovations and ideas affected human lives.
Encourage students to elaborate on the chart with
examples and specific details. For example, students
might suggest that the assembly line was as impor-
tant in transforming industry as Ford’s automobile
was in making society more mobile. 

2. Drawing Conclusions Why was Edison known as
the “Wizard of Menlo Park?” (Possible answer:
because Thomas Edison developed so many new
inventions, such as the light bulb and the phono-
graph, with the help of researchers that he employed
at his Menlo Park research laboratory)

3. Analyzing Causes How were many of the inven-
tions of this period dependent on the development of
new energy sources? (Possible answers: The develop-
ment of electricity made possible a wide range of
new inventions, including the light bulb, the tele-
phone, and the phonograph. The internal combus-
tion engine with its portable power source made pos-
sible the automobile and the airplane.)

4. Making Inferences Select a pair of scientific
thinkers from the chart and describe how their ideas
are related. (Possible answers: Darwin’s theory was
based on the survival of individuals with different
adaptive traits, but Mendel supplied the reason why
offspring are unlike their parents and how different
traits are inherited; Dalton showed that elements
contain only one kind of atom and Mendeleev’s chart
showed that an element’s characteristics were based
on the atomic weight or structure of its atoms.)
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