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DBQ (DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTION)  

 
Directions: Write a well-organized essay that includes an introduction, several paragraphs, and a 
conclusion. Use evidence from the documents in the body of the essay. Support your response 
with relevant facts, examples, and details. Include additional outside information. 
 

Task: Using information from the documents and your knowledge of global history, write an essay 
in which you: 

 
 
Essay-Writing Reminders 
 
Introduction: 
Use the BAR method to write effective introductions. 
1. Background. In the first few sentences, introduce the topic and put it in historical context. 
2. Argument. Next, write a thesis statement that states what you intend to prove. You should be 

able to accomplish this in one sentence. 
3. Roadmap. Now, chart a course for how you will prove your thesis by establishing categories 

for analysis. This shows the reader ahead of time how you intend to go about proving your 
thesis. Think of it as a “preview” of your body paragraphs. You will need to establish at least 
two categories for analysis. (Note: Avoid writing “I will do this, then I will do that.”)  

 
Body 
The body of the essay is where prove your thesis by supporting it with specific evidence. Each 
body paragraph must begin with a topic sentence. A topic sentence tells the reader what is going 
to be discussed in that paragraph. Only details that pertain to the topic sentence should appear in 
that paragraph. To write your topic sentence, you need to know what it is you want to prove in that 
paragraph. It may help to say to your self, “The point I wish to make is _________.” Whatever 
comes in that blank is your topic sentence! 
 
Conclusion 
Conclusions are often difficult to write because you feel like you have nothing left to say after 
writing the body of your essay. The purpose of the conclusion is to show the reader that you have 
proven your thesis. It’s like saying “You see… I told you so!” after winning an argument. Here are 
some guidelines for writing an effective conclusion: 
 
1. Make sure you restate your thesis. (It is better if you can say the same thing in a different way, 
instead of copying it word for word). It is most effective to make this the first sentence of your 
conclusion. 
2. Briefly review how you proved your thesis. This should correspond to the roadmap in your 
introduction. 
3. Conclude by emphasizing the importance of the topic, or leave the reader with a feeling or idea. 
This can often be accomplished by stating an opinion, looking to the future, or asking a question of 
the reader. 

 Describe the significant changes that contributed to the Industrial Revolution. 

 Explain the effects these changes had on European society. 

 Describe the different ideas people proposed to solve the problems of industrialization. 



Document 1 

 

 
 
1. According to the document, state one change that occurred during the Agrarian Revolution. 
 

 
 
Document 2 

 
 
2. According to the document, what technology was used in cloth production before industrialization? 

 

 



Document 3 
 

 
 
 
3. According to the documents, state one way that the production of cloth had changed by the 1800s. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Document 4 
 

 
 

 
 
4. Based on the graphs, state one effect of industrialization in Great Britain between 1850 and 1900. 
 

 
 

Document 5 

 
 

 

5. Using the chart, describe one effect of industrialization on British cities in the 1800s. 
 

 
 



Document 6 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
6. Based on the documents, state one negative effect of child labor on children.  

 

 
 
Document 7 
 

 
 

7. According to Adam Smith, what role should government play in the economy of a nation? 
 

 



 

Document 8 
 

 
 
8. According to Engels, what must be done in order to solve the problems of industrialization? 
 

 
Document 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. Based on the chart, name one reform law that was introduced in Britain in the 1800s. 
 

 


