Mr. Sforza / RKA
Participation in Government
GROUP PRESENTATIONS: 
LANDMARK COURT CASES RELATED TO THE BILL OF RIGHTS

Assignment: You will work with your partners to research a U.S. Supreme Court case that relates to the U.S. Bill of Rights. You will create and present a Google Slides presentation in which you communicate an understanding of the case and assess the decision that was made by the Court.
Group Selection: You may choose your partners for this project. There must be either two or three group members. 
Topic Selection: I will choose groups at random to select cases from the following list.
	#
	Case Name
	Amendment
	Brief “Teaser” Question

	1
	Minersville School District v. Gobitis (1940)
	First (speech)
	Do you have to salute the flag at school?

	2
	Tinker v. Des Moines (1969)
	First (speech)
	Can students wear black armbands in protest?

	3
	Island Trees School District v. Pico (1982)
	First (speech)
	Which books can be in school libraries?

	4
	Bethel School District v. Fraser (1986)
	First (speech)
	Can you make a vulgar speech at school?

	5
	Texas v. Johnson (1989)
	First (speech)
	Is flag burning protected speech?

	6
	Iancu v. Brunetti (2019)
	First (speech)
	Can you name a clothing brand a vulgarity?

	7
	Engel v. Vitale (1962)
	First (religion)
	Can there be prayer in a public school?

	8
	Allegheny County v. ACLU (1989)
	First (religion)
	Can a religious phrase appear on a govt. building?

	9
	Locke v. Davey (2004)
	First (religion)
	Can states refuse scholarship money for theology?

	10
	Burwell v. Hobby Lobby Stores (2014)
	First (religion)
	Can the govt. make employers pay for contraception?

	11
	New York Times v. United States (1971)
	First (press)
	Can the govt. prevent publication of classified info?

	12
	District of Columbia v. Heller (2008)
	Second (gun rights)
	Can the govt. require guns to be unloaded/locked?

	13
	Mitchell v. Wisconsin (2019)
	Fourth (search)
	Can the police draw blood from an unconscious motorist?

	14
	New Jersey v. T.L.O. (1985)
	Fourth (search)
	Under what circumstances can you be searched in school?

	15
	Florence v. Bd. of Chosen Freeholders (2011)
	Fourth (search)
	Can you be strip-searched if arrested for minor offenses?

	16
	Hamdi v. Rumsfeld (2004)
	Fifth (due process)
	Can the govt. hold an ‘enemy combatant’ indefinitely?

	17
	Madison v. Alabama (2019)
	Eighth (punishment)
	Can a state execute a mentally disabled prisoner?


Resources: I will provide links to online resources on our class website.
Presentation Guidelines: Presentations should contain approximately 6 slides and should be approximately 5 minutes in length. Each partner should present an approximately equal portion of the presentation. While one student is presenting, one of the others will advance the bulleted notes & slides. Include at least one visual image in the presentation that helps your audience understand the issues in the case. 
Slide 1: Cover Slide

· Name and year of case
· Names of group members presenting

Slide 2: Background

· What happened that led up to the case?

Slide 3: The Question
· What was the Supreme Court being asked to decide?

· Which Amendment does this relate to? Why/how?

Slide 4: The Conclusion

· What was the Court’s decision? (include the voting, ex. 6-3; 7-2)

· Explain the reasoning behind the decision.
· Include one short quote from the opinion of the Court (winning side) and explain it.
Slide 5: The Dissenting Opinion
· Include one short quote from the dissenting opinion (losing side) and explain it.

Slide 6: Assessment

· Identify and explain one thing that your group found interesting about this case.
· Does your group think the Court made the right decision? Explain.

· Was there any disagreement among the group members? Explain.

	When creating your presentation…

	Do…
	Don’t…

	· Use a relevant, eye-catching visual
	· Use visuals that don’t relate well to your topic

	· Use a large font size that will be easy to read
	· Use visuals or fonts that are too small to see

	· Keep bulleted text short (1-2 lines per bullet)
	· Make bulleted text too long

	· Make speaker notes (below slide) that you can print out, to help you add information verbally that does NOT appear on the slide.
	· Try to put everything you know on the slides

	· Prepare some interesting facts, connections to prior knowledge, or connections to today that will help your audience understand the material
	· Put too much information on one slide


	When presenting your presentation…

	Do…
	Don’t…

	· Have roles prepared for each group member
	· Come unprepared!

	· Face the class
	· Move around in a distracting manner

	· Use your speaker notes
	· Read to the class with your head down

	· Make an effort to make eye contact
	· Turn away from class to read from the screen

	· Make an effort to project your voice
	

	· Have fun!
	


