
Mr. Sforza MS/HS 141 – Global 4 

 

HOMEWORK: 
Read the article on Japanese militarism in the 1930s. On a separate sheet of loose leaf, take notes on 
the reading in Harvard Outline format. This is the same outline format that I use for our class notes.  
I have printed a sample on the back of this sheet to remind you of the proper format.  
 
Setting the Stage 
During the 1920s, the Japanese government became more democratic. In 1922, Japan signed an 
international treaty agreeing to respect China’s borders. In 1928, it signed the Kellogg-Briand Pact 
renouncing war. Japan’s parliamentary system had several weaknesses, however. Its constitution put 
strict limits on the powers of the prime minister and the cabinet. Most importantly, civilian leaders had 
little control over the armed forces. Military leaders reported only to the emperor. 
 
Militarists Take Control of Japan  
As long as Japan remained prosperous, the civilian government kept power. But when the Great 
Depression struck in 1929, many Japanese blamed the government. Military leaders gained support 
and soon won control of the country. Unlike the Fascists in Europe, the militarists did not try to 
establish a new system of government. They wanted to restore traditional control of the government 
to the military. Instead of a forceful leader like Mussolini or Hitler, the militarists made the emperor the 
symbol of state power.  
 
Keeping Emperor Hirohito as head of state won popular support for the army leaders who ruled in his 
name. Like Hitler and Mussolini, Japan’s militarists were extreme nationalists. They wanted to solve 
the country’s economic problems through foreign expansion. They planned a Pacific empire that 
included a conquered China. The empire would provide Japan with raw materials and markets 
for its goods. It would also give Japan room for its rising population. 
 
Japan Invades Manchuria  
Japanese businesses had invested heavily in China’s northeast province, Manchuria. It was an area 
rich in iron and coal. In 1931, the Japanese army seized Manchuria, despite objections from the 
Japanese parliament. The army then set up a puppet government. Japanese engineers and 
technicians began arriving in large numbers to build mines and factories. 
 
The Japanese attack on Manchuria was the first direct challenge to the League of Nations. In the 
early 1930s, the League’s members included all major democracies except the United States. The 
League also included the three countries that posed the greatest threat to peace—Germany, Japan, 
and Italy. When Japan seized Manchuria, many League members vigorously protested. Japan 
ignored the protests and withdrew from the League in 1933. 
 

Japan Invades China  
Four years later, a border incident touched off a full-scale war between Japan and China. Japanese 
forces swept into northern China. Despite having a million soldiers, China’s army led by Jiang Jieshi 
was no match for the better equipped and trained Japanese. Beijing and other northern cities as well 
as the capital, Nanjing, fell to the Japanese in 1937. Japanese troops killed tens of thousands of 
captured soldiers and civilians in Nanjing. Forced to retreat westward, Jiang Jieshi set up a new 
capital at Chongqing. At the same time, Chinese guerrillas led by China’s Communist leader, Mao 
Zedong, continued to fight the Japanese in the conquered area. 
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