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ENDURING ISSUES ESSAY #2 – WEBSITE COPY  

 

Day I – Annotation and Planning:  
 

Note: You have only today’s class period to get as far as you can on the following tasks. You must hand 
in this packet at the end of class today, whether or not you are finished with all of the steps. (Remember, 
you will not be graded on the accuracy of your annotations—you’re just doing them to help you write your 
essay.) I will post the documents on the class website tonight so that you may study them further. You will 
not be able to bring any materials from home to use on the essay exam. All you will be allowed to use on 
essay day is this packet, a pen, and writing paper that I will provide.  
 

1) Annotate the documents using MEOW. The documents are marked to remind you of the method. 
2) Draft your introduction paragraph using the BAR method. A reminder of the method is included. 
3) If there’s time, start planning your body paragraphs by writing your topic sentences (first sentence of 

each body paragraph) and/or indicating what evidence (documents + outside info) you plan to use. 
 

Day II - Extended Essay:  
 

 

An enduring issue is an issue that exists across time. It is one that many societies have attempted to address 
with varying degrees of success. 
 

In your essay 

 Identify and define an enduring issue raised by this set of documents. 
 Using your knowledge of Social Studies and evidence from the documents, argue why the issue you 
selected is significant and how it has endured across time. 

Be sure to 

 Identify the issue based on a historically accurate interpretation of at least three documents. 
 Define the issue using evidence from at least three documents. 
 Argue that this is a significant issue that has endured by showing: 

o How the issue has affected people or been affected by people 
o How the issue has continued to be an issue or changed over time 

 Include outside information from your knowledge of social studies and evidence from the documents. 
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The Bhagavad Gita (or ‘The Song of God’) is a 700 verse Hindu scripture. In the following excerpt, Arjuna is a 
warrior from the Kshatriya caste. His dharma [duty] as a member of that caste is to rule and to fight, but he 
does not want to fight in the battle he faces because he will have to fight against members of his own family 
and he does not want to cause them any more suffering. The Hindu god, Vishnu, (who is the speaker in this 
text) takes the form of a human, comes to Earth, and speaks to him. 

Outside 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sanskrit_prosody
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hinduism
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(2:44) [The Dao] might seem lofty and bizarre, but 
most of Lao Tzu’s suggestions are actually very 
simple. First, we ought to take more time for stillness. 
“To the mind that is still,” Lao Tzu said, “the whole 
universe surrenders.” We need to let go of our 
schedules, worries and complex thoughts for a while 
and simply experience the world. We spend so much 
time rushing from one place to the next in life, but 
Lao Tzu reminds us “nature does not hurry, yet 
everything is accomplished.”  
 
(3:22) When we are still and patient we also need to 
be open. “The usefulness of a pot comes from its 
emptiness.” Lao Tzu said. “Empty yourself of 
everything, let your mind become still.” If we are too 
busy, too preoccupied with anxiety or ambition, we 
will miss a thousand moments of the human 
experience that are our natural inheritance. We need 
to be awake to the way sounds of the birds in the 
morning, the way other people look when they are 
laughing, the feeling of wind against our face. These 
experiences reconnect us to parts of ourselves. 
 

(3:49) This is another key point of Lao Tzu’s writing: we 
need to be in touch with our real selves. We spend a 
great deal of time worrying about who we ought to 
become, but we should instead take time to be who we 
already are at heart. We might rediscover a generous 
impulse, or a playful side we had forgotten, or simply an 
old affection for long walks. Our ego is often in the way 
of our true self, which must be found by being receptive 
to the outside world rather than focusing on some 
critical, too-ambitious internal image. “When I let go of 
what I am,” Lao Tzu wrote, “I become what I might be.” 
 
(4:22) Nature is particularly useful for finding ourselves. 
Lao Tzu liked to compare different parts of nature to 
different virtues. He said, "The best people are like 
water, which benefits all things and does not compete 
with them. It stays in lowly places that others reject. 
This is why it is so similar to the Dao." Each part of 
nature can remind us of a quality we admire and should 
cultivate ourselves—the strength of the mountains, the 
resilience of trees, the cheerfulness of flowers. Of 
course, there are issues that must be addressed by 
action, and there are times for ambition. 

 

Excerpts from a transcript of a YouTube video explaining the teachings of Lao Tzu (2014) 


