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ENDURING ISSUES ESSAY #3  

 
Day I – Annotation and Planning:  
 

Note: You have only today’s class period (and some additional time at lunch or after school, if needed)  
to complete the following tasks. You will hand in this packet today. You will receive credit for annotating 
but you will not be graded on the accuracy of your annotations—you’re just doing them to help you write 
your essay. I will also post the documents on the website tonight so that you may study them further 
before essay day. You will not be able to bring any materials from home to use on the essay exam. All 
that you will be allowed to use on essay day is this packet, a pen, and writing paper that I will provide.  
 

1) Annotate the documents using MEOW. The documents are marked to remind you of the method. 
2) Draft your introduction paragraph using the BAR method. A reminder of the method is included. 
3) Plan your body paragraphs by completing the “Body Paragraphs” section of the planning sheet. 

 
Day II - Extended Essay:  

 

 

An enduring issue is an issue that exists across time. It is one that many societies have attempted to address 
with varying degrees of success. 
 

In your essay 

 Identify and define an enduring issue raised by this set of documents. 
 Using your knowledge of Social Studies and evidence from the documents, argue why the issue you 
selected is significant and how it has endured across time. 

Be sure to 

 Identify the issue based on a historically accurate interpretation of at least three documents. 
 Define the issue using evidence from at least three documents. 
 Argue that this is a significant issue that has endured by showing: 

o How the issue has affected people or been affected by people 
o How the issue has continued to be an issue or changed over time 

 Include outside information from your knowledge of social studies and evidence from the documents. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Document 1 
 
 

 
 

SPHERES OF INFLUENCE IN CHINA (1895-1914) 
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Document 3 
 
 
 

The photographs below were published in a pamphlet written by Mark Twain entitled King 
Leopold’s Soliloquy published in 1905 that criticized the Belgian King’s rule of the Congo Free 
State. The Belgian government ran numerous rubber collection/production areas in the 
rainforest and on plantations where Congolese Africans were enslaved and forced to collect 
rubber.They suffered amputations for not gathering enough rubber.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

From: Alice Harris - King Leopold's Soliloquy: A Defense of His Congo Rule, By Mark Twain, Boston: The P. 
R. Warren Co., 1905, Second Edition. 
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Documents 5a & 5b 
 

 

 

Document 5a - Jawaharlal Nehru was an Indian 
independence activist who became the first Prime Minister 
of India in 1947 and was a central figure in Indian politics 
before and after independence. 
 
. . . The Chief business of the East India Company in its  
early period, the very object for which it was started, was to 
carry Indian manufactured goods—textiles, etc., as well as 
spices and the like—from the East to Europe, where there 
was a great demand for these articles. With the develop-
ments in industrial techniques in England a new class of 
industrial capitalists rose there demanding a change in this 
policy. The British market was to be closed to Indian  
products and the Indian market opened to British manufact-
ures. The British parliament… began to take a greater  
interest in India and the working of the East India 
Company. Indian goods were excluded from Britain by 
legislation, and as the company held a monopoly in the 
Indian export business, this exclusion influenced other 
foreign markets also. This was followed by vigorous 
attempts to restrict and crush Indian manufactures by 
various measures and internal duties which prevented the 
flow of Indian goods within the country itself. British goods 
meanwhile had free entry. The Indian textile industry 
collapsed, affecting vast numbers of weavers and 
artisans… It continued throughout the 19th century, 
breaking up other old industries also, shipbuilding, 
metalwork, glass, paper, and many crafts. . . .   
 

Source: Jawaharlal Nehru, The Discovery of India, John 
Day Company, 1946 

Document 5b - Kwame Nkrumah was a Ghanaian 
politician and revolutionary. He was the first Prime 
Minister and President of Ghana, having led the Gold 
Coast to independence from Britain in 1957. 

 
. . . When the great scramble for Africa began in the last 
quarter of the nineteenth century, colonies had become  
a necessary appendage [extension] for European 
capitalism, which had by then reached the stage of 
industrial and financial monopoly that needed territorial 
expansion to provide spheres for capital investment, 
sources of raw materials, markets, and strategic points of 
imperial defence. Thus all the imperialists, without 
exception, evolved the means, their colonial policies, to 
satisfy the ends, the exploitation of the subject territories 
for the aggrandizement [enhancement] of the 
metropolitan [imperialistic] countries. They were all 
rapacious [greedy]; they all subserved the needs of the 
subject lands to their own demands; they all 
circumscribed [limited] human rights and liberties; they all 
repressed and despoiled [violated], degraded and 
oppressed. They took our lands, our lives, our resources, 
and our dignity. Without exception, they left us nothing 
but our resentment, and later, our determination to be 
free and rise once more to the level of men and women 
who walk with their heads held high.  
 

Source: Kwame Nkrumah, Africa Must Unite, 
International Publishers, 1970 
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