Mr. Sforza
MS/HS 141 – Global 4
AIM: How did the Cold War develop in Europe after World War II?
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DO NOW: Please read the excerpt and answer the question in your binder.

Q: In your own words, summarize the main idea of this excerpt from President Truman’s speech.
One way of life is based upon the will of the majority, and is distinguished by free institutions . . . free elections . . . and freedom from political oppression. The second way of life is based upon the will of a minority forcibly imposed upon the majority. It relies upon terror and oppression . . . fixed elections, and the suppression of personal freedoms. I believe it must be the policy of the United States to support free people . . .resisting attempted subjugation [control] by armed minorities or by outside pressures. - PRESIDENT HARRY S. TRUMAN, speech to Congress, March 12, 1947
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Q1: How did world politics change after World War II?
After World War II, several powerful nations were in decline. Germany was defeated and divided. France and Britain were economically drained and needed to concentrate on rebuilding. The United States and the Soviet Union emerged as the two world superpowers that would dominate global politics in the postwar era. Many other states in the world came under the domination or influence of these powers.

Q2: How did Europe become divided after WWII?
After World War II, democracy and free enterprise were restored to Western Europe. Eastern Europe, however, was occupied by armies of the Soviet Union. Stalin wanted to spread communism throughout the area. He hoped to create a buffer zone of friendly governments to prevent possible attacks from western nations. Although Stalin had promised free elections for Eastern Europe, he instead supported the establishment of pro-communist governments throughout the region. Soon Europe was divided by an imaginary line known as the iron curtain. In the east were the Soviet-dominated communist countries. In the West were democracies, led by the United States.

Q3: What was the Cold War? Why did it begin?
The United States and the Soviet Union had cooperated to win World War II. Soon, however, conflicts in ways of thinking and mutual distrust led to the Cold War—a continuing state of tension and hostility between the superpowers. This tension was a result of differences in political and economic thinking between the democratic, capitalistic U.S. and the communist U.S.S.R. The western powers feared the spread of communism. Stalin had forced pro-communist governments in Poland, Czechoslovakia, and elsewhere. When he began to put pressure on Greece and Turkey, the U.S. took action.
Q4: Describe U.S. policies towards communism.
In 1947, President Harry S. Truman established the Truman Doctrine, a policy designed to help other nations resist Soviet aggression. It was based on the theory of containment, which involved limiting communism to areas already under Soviet control. The United States pledged to resist Soviet expansion anywhere in the world. Truman sent aid to Greece and Turkey so that they could resist communism. The Marshall Plan, also proposed in 1947, was a massive economic aid package designed to strengthen democratic governments and lessen the appeal of communism. Billions of American dollars helped Western European countries recover from World War II. Although the United States also offered this aid to Eastern Europe, Stalin forbade these countries to accept it.
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Q5: How was Germany divided after WWII?
The division of Germany into four zones after World War II was supposed to be temporary. Soon Britain, France, and the United States had combined their democratically ruled zones. Tension grew between democratic western Germany and Soviet-controlled eastern Germany. Germany became a major focus of Cold War tension. The Allies were trying to rebuild the Germany economy, but Stalin feared a strong, united Germany. Berlin, the divided capital was located in East Germany.

Q6: What crisis emerged? How was it resolved?
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In 1948, Stalin hoped to force the Allies out of Berlin by closing all land routes for bringing essential supplies to West Berlin. In response to the crisis, the western powers mounted a successful airlift. For almost a year, food and supplies were flown into West Berlin. Finally, the Soviets ended the blockade. This incident, however, led to the creation of the Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) in 1949. Germany, like the rest of Europe, remained divided. In 1961, the East Germany government built a wall that separated East Berlin from West Berlin. East German soldiers shot anyone who tried to escape from East Germany.

Q7: What new alliance system was established after the crisis in Germany?
After the Berlin airlift and the division of West Germany from East Germany, Western European countries formed a military alliance. It was called the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, or NATO. Members of NATO pledged to support each other if any member nation was ever attacked. In 1955, the Soviet Union formed the Warsaw Pact. It included the Soviet Union and seven of its satellites in Eastern Europe. This was also a defensive alliance, promising mutual military cooperation.












































































