
Mr. Sforza MS/HS 141 – Global 4 

 

AIM: How did the Allies win World War II? (1942-1945) 
 

DO NOW: Please watch the video and answer the question on your notes sheet. 
Q: Write down one new fact you learned about key World War II battles. 

 
Q1: What battle in North Africa was a key turning point for the Allies? 
 

After Britain lost the key port city of Tobruk, General Bernard Montgomery was sent to take control of 
British forces in North Africa. The Germans had advanced to an Egyptian village called El Alamein. 
The only way to dislodge them was with a massive frontal attack. The Battle of El Alamein began on 
October 23, 1942. The roar of 1,000 British guns took the Axis soldiers by surprise. Although they held 
their ground for several days, by November 1942, the German army fell back and retreated west. 
Then, on November 8, an Allied force of over 100,000 troops—mostly Americans— landed in Morocco 
and Algeria. Caught between two armies, Germany’s Afrika Korps was finally crushed in May 1943. 
 

Q2: What battle was a key turning point in the war on the Eastern Front? 
 

The German advance had stalled at Leningrad and Moscow. When the summer of 1942 arrived, Hitler 
sent an army to capture Stalingrad. The Battle of Stalingrad began in August 1942. German 
bombing raids reduced most of the city to rubble, but Stalin told his commanders to defend it to the 
death. By November, Germans controlled 90% of the city. Then the winter set in. In November, Soviet 
troops outside the city closed in, trapped the Germans, and cut off their supplies. Hitler’s general 
begged him to retreat but Hitler refused. On February 2, 1943, the German troops surrendered. The 
battle cost the Soviets over 1 million soldiers, but they were now pushing the Germans westward. 
 

Q3: What were some key turning points in the war in Italy? 
 

Although Stalin continued to urge the British and Americans to invade France, Roosevelt and Churchill 
decided to attack Italy first. On July 10, 1943, Allied forces landed on Sicily and captured it from Italian 
and German troops about a month later. The conquest of Sicily toppled Mussolini from power. On July 
25, King Victor Emmanuel III had the dictator arrested. On September 3, 1943, Italy surrendered. But 
the Germans seized control of northern Italy and put Mussolini back in charge. Finally, the Germans 
retreated northward, and the victorious Allies entered Rome on June 4, 1944. Fighting in Italy, 
however, continued until Germany fell in May 1945.  
 

Q4: How did the Allies liberate France? 
 

In 1943, the Allies began secretly building an invasion force in Britain. By May 1944, thousands of 
planes, ships, tanks, and landing craft and more than 3 million troops awaited the attack order. The 
invasion of Normandy, the largest land and sea attack in history, began on June 6, 1944—known as 
D-Day. Allied troops fought their way onto a 60-mile stretch of beach. Despite heavy losses, the Allies 
held the beachheads. Within a month, more than one million additional troops had landed. On July 25, 
the Allies punched a hole in the German defenses. In August, 1944, the Allies marched triumphantly 
into Paris. By September, they had liberated France, Belgium, and Luxembourg. 
 

Q5: How did Hitler attempt to stop the Allied advance toward Germany? Did he succeed? 
 

As Allied forces moved toward Germany from the west, the Soviet army was advancing toward 
Germany from the east. Hitler now faced a war on two fronts. In a desperate gamble, he decided to 
counterattack in the west. Hitler hoped a victory would split American and British forces and break up 
Allied supply lines. On December 16, 1944 German tanks broke through weak American defenses 
along a 75-mile front in the Ardennes forest. The push into Allied lines gave the campaign its name—
the Battle of the Bulge. Although caught off guard, the Allies eventually pushed the Germans back.  



Q6: How did the European war end in May 1945? 
 

After the Battle of the Bulge, the war in Europe rapidly drew to a close. In late March 1945, the Allies 
rolled across the Rhine River into Germany. By April, about three million Allied soldiers approached 
Berlin. Another six million Soviet troops approached from the east. By April 25, the Soviets had 
surrounded the capital and were pounding the city with artillery in the Battle of Berlin. On April 30, in 
an underground headquarters, Hitler committed suicide. Germany surrendered days later, and on May 
8, 1945, the United States and other Allied powers celebrated V-E Day—Victory in Europe Day.  
 

Q7: What were some early successes for the Allies in the Pacific war in 1942? 
 

After a string of victories, the Japanese seemed unbeatable, but the Allies were anxious to strike back. 
In April 1942, U.S. bombers under Lieutenant Colonel Doolittle bombed Tokyo and several other 
Japanese cities. The bombs did little damage, but the Doolittle raids made an important point: Japan 
was vulnerable to attack. Slowly, the Allies began to turn the tide of war. Early in May 1942, an 
American fleet intercepted a Japanese strike force that sought to put the Japanese in easy striking 
distance of Australia. In the battle that followed—the Battle of the Coral Sea—the Allies suffered 
more losses than the Japanese. However, they had stopped Japan’s southward advance. 
 

Q8: What Allied victory is considered a key turning point in the Pacific war? How was it achieved? 
 

Japan next targeted Midway Island, the location of a key American airfield. Thanks to code breakers, 
the Allies knew that a huge Japanese force was coming. On June 4, with American forces hidden 
beyond the horizon, the U.S. allowed the Japanese to begin their assault. As the first Japanese planes 
got into the air, American planes swooped in to attack the Japanese fleet. The strategy was a 
success. American pilots destroyed 332 Japanese planes, all four aircraft carriers, and one support 
ship. Yamamoto ordered his crippled fleet to withdraw. By June 7, 1942, the battle was over. The 
Battle of Midway turned the tide of war in the Pacific.  
 

Q9: What was General McArthur’s strategy against Japan? Did the strategy succeed? 
 

Japanese troops had dug in on hundreds of islands. U.S. General Douglas MacArthur believed that 
storming each island would be a long, costly effort. Instead, he wanted to “island-hop” past Japanese 
strongholds, seizing islands that were not well defended but were closer to Japan. U.S. military leaders 
had learned that the Japanese were building a huge air base on the island of Guadalcanal. On August 
7, 1942, U.S. Marines landed on Guadalcanal. The battle turned into a savage struggle as both sides 
poured in fresh troops. In February 1943, the Battle of Guadalcanal finally ended when the Japanese 
abandoned the island. For the rest of the war, the Japanese retreated. In October 1944, Allied forces 
landed on the island of Leyte in the Philippines. In the Battle of Leyte Gulf, the Japanese navy lost 
disastrously. In March 1945, after a month of heavy losses, U.S. Marines took Iwo Jima, an island 760 
miles from Tokyo. Then U.S. troops moved to the island of Okinawa, only 350 miles from Japan. On 
June 21, The Battle of Okinawa, one of the bloodiest battles of the war, ended with an Allied victory. 
 

Q10: What caused the Japanese surrender and the end of World War II? 
 

The next stop for the Allies had to be Japan. President Truman’s advisers informed him that an 
invasion of Japan might cost the Allies half a million lives. Truman had to decide whether to use a 
powerful new weapon called the atomic bomb. The bomb had been developed by the top-secret 
Manhattan Project. The first atomic bomb was exploded in a desert in New Mexico on July 16, 1945. 
President Truman then warned the Japanese that unless they surrendered, they could expect a “rain 
of ruin from the air.” The Japanese did not reply. On August 6, 1945, the U.S. dropped an atomic 
bomb on Hiroshima, a Japanese city of nearly 350,000 people. Between 70,000 and 80,000 people 
died. Three days later, on August 9, a second bomb was dropped on Nagasaki, a city of 270,000. 
More than 70,000 people were killed. Radiation fallout from the two explosions killed many more. The 
Japanese finally surrendered on September 2 (VJ Day) aboard a U.S. battleship in Tokyo Bay. With 
Japan’s surrender, the war had ended.  


